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1968 Court: (l-r) Bill Leonard, Cheryl Carnine, Cathy Hoke, Les Hall, ‘67 Queen Sharon 

Copeland, Queen Kit Koehnemann, King Tim McGuire, ‘67 King Dana Bishop, Joan Weber, 

Darrell Farris, Carol Beals, and Mat Morey 

‘68 celebrates 50th reunion 

The Class of 1968 will celebrate their 50th reunion with many events over the Homecom-

ing weekend, per class representative Janet Spence Butler.  They plan on being in the Pa-

rade; along with the class king and queen, Tim McGuire and Kit Koehnemann. Their ac-

tual reunion will be held at the Tuscola Community Building Sat., Sept. 29 with a social 

hour beginning at 6 p.m. and dinner at 7 p.m., catered by Flesor’s. Any questions should 

be directed to Janet at jbutler@tibbie.net.  



HALL  OF  FAME 

Tuscola High School 

-Cook, Kalmar & Butler to be Inducted- 

 

Dr. Rebecca Cook 

1966 

Dr. John Kalmar 

1973 

Janet Butler 

1968  

The TCHS Alumni Association is more than honored to be inducting three very 

worthy TCHS graduates this Fall. Dr. Rebecca Cook, Class of 1966; Dr. John Kalmar, 

Class of 1973 and Janet Butler, Class of 1968 will be our Hall of Fame inductees at 

the Alumni Association Hall of Fame Induction Luncheon Saturday, Sept. 29, 2018 

at 11:30 a.m. at the Douglas County Museum. This event will be held during the 

TCHS Homecoming (#87).  

Dr. Cook was nominated by Alumni Board member Barb Utterback (‘62). Barb 

shared the storied special education career of Becky, who still teaches full-time at 

Eastern. Eileen Kalmar and Frank Kalmar, wife and brother of John, made it very 

clear of the dental career path that he took following college. Janet was nominat-

ed by Tim Hoel, her brother-in-law. She was able to move back to Tuscola in re-

tirement to continue her community volunteer work upon wrapping up her busi-

ness career.  

Read their life stories on the following pages. . . 



During her career in Early Childhood Special Education, Dr. Rebecca Cook (TCHS class of 1966) has trained and taught 

thousands of teachers and college students, and benefited, directly and indirectly, the lives of countless young children with 

disabilities and their families. After graduating from TCHS, Becky earned a B.S. degree in 1970 from Eastern Illinois Universi-

ty.  In 1972, she acquired a Master’s Degree in Early Childhood Special Education from the University of Illinois. 

Extending services to young children with disabilities began in earnest in the 1970’s driven in large part by research showing 

the significant benefits of starting services for children with disabilities as soon as possible.  Becky was inspired by and fortu-

nate to work closely with two pioneers in this emergent field at this exciting time: Dr. Merle Karnes and Dr. Jeannette 

McCollum at the University of Illinois. Through this experience, she found her life’s calling. 

Her career path is extensive and varied, beginning with being a teacher at the University of Illinois-affiliated preschool and in 

the Urbana school system.  She also served as a consultant to early childhood special education programs in Rhode Island 

and Maryland and trained teachers of migrant families in Idaho through a grant from Random House.  In addition, she con-

tributed to Dr. Karnes’ creation of early special education curriculum in language and science, for Milton Bradley. 

In 1978, she moved to Denver, Colorado and accepted a position as a consultant to Head Start for children with special 

needs.  Working under a Federal grant, she operated in the states of Colorado, Montana, Wyoming, South and North Dako-

ta, and Utah. During this period, she also evaluated and provided training for early childhood special education programs at 

various Native American reservations including Hopi schools in Arizona, tribes in Wyoming, and northern Minnesota. 

In her free time, Becky volunteered at the National Child Abuse Center in Denver, provided free tutoring for elementary stu-

dents in the inner city, and training at her church. In 1985, she resigned her position in Colorado to dedicate her life to anoth-

er love: her faith.  Working through Youth With a Mission, based in Hawaii, Becky traveled the globe to places like Hong 

Kong, the Philippines, and Belize performing Christian missionary work. 

She eventually returned to Tuscola for a visit and to meet her new nephew, Stephen Fox (TCHS 2003) and niece Emily 

(Lawrence) Fernandez (TCHS 2003).  This powerful experience led her back to Illinois to further her work and education and 

be near family. 

Upon the return home, Becky was an instructor at Parkland and a researcher and instructor at the University of Illinois. She 

also began the Doctoral program at the University of Illinois, earning a Ph.D. in Special Education in 1996.  During her Doc-

toral program, she began teaching at Eastern Illinois University in 1993. 

In her 25-year career at Eastern, she has received many university awards including the Gholson Endowed Faculty Service 

Award, two Achievement and Contribution Awards, and two Excellence in Research and Technology awards.  In 2006, she 

was awarded the Excellence in Teaching Award from The Illinois Teacher Education Division of the Council for Exceptional 

Children, awarded annually to a college professor within Illinois. 

She has published many professional peer-reviewed articles plus has made over 100 presentations at professional confer-

ences across the nation. She voluntarily created an online mentoring program for first year early childhood special education 

teachers based upon her concerns about the alarming rate of early burnout.  This led to her appointment as Coordinator of a 

state grant for mentoring new teachers at all levels.   

Today, Dr. Cook’s compassion for others in need is undiminished.  She is still a full time professor at Eastern, still in love with 

her calling, still thrilled to help both parents and young child with special needs gain a better life. 

Dr. Cook lives in Tuscola and is married to Mike Carroll (TCHS 65).  She is the daughter of the late Kenneth and Wilma Kei-

gley.  Her sisters are Libby Fox (TCHS 62) and Sarah Lawrence (TCHS 64). 

She credits her zeal for helping others through teaching to the inspirational examples she had throughout life, including the 

many outstanding teachers in the Tuscola school system. 

Dr. Rebecca Cook 

TCHS Class of 1966 



After meeting her future husband, Janet’s planned path to be a medical doctor completely changed.  She married her hus-
band David after her Freshman year at the University of Illinois and moved to the San Francisco bay area.  She worked for 
two years for Pacific Bell as a long-distance switch traffic analyst.  With David’s entry into the U.S. Army, Janet and her hus-
band were on the move living in Georgia, and then two years in Thailand.  Janet has always said that living in a foreign coun-
try made her a better person and to really appreciate being an American.  As a military dependent Janet was not allowed to 
work in Thailand, so she volunteered at a local school to tutor young adults who wanted to improve their English.  This expe-
rience inspired her to help others. 
When they returned to the U.S., David continued at the U of I while Janet worked for Universal Bleachers Company in 
Champaign.  Upon his graduation, they moved to Des Plaines, Illinois and Janet began her career with GTE Directories 
(Verizon Information Services after a 2000 merger).  Janet had a great desire for higher education and advancement with 
GTE.  She began going to college at night while working her full-time job.  With her commitment and determination, she com-
pleted, over a six-year period, an associate degree in Business from Oakton Community College and a bachelor’s degree in 
Government and Business at the University of Texas at Dallas.  She furthered her education by completing a Master of Busi-
ness Administration (MBA) at Southern Methodist University in Dallas, Texas.  She was sponsored by the VIS President and 
was accepted into this MBA program that was rated in the top ten U.S. MBA programs at that time. 
Janet was highly regarded at Verizon for her work ethic, commitment to her employees and customers, and her integrity.  
She was the “go-to” person for her boss and colleagues for advice, information and problem solving.  During her career Ja-
net was promoted several times.  When she was promoted from a manager to a director, reporting to a vice-president, she 
felt like she had broken through the glass ceiling.  As the National Accounts – Operation Director, she was responsible for 
$750 million of revenue and 300+ employees in five geographical locations.  During her career, Janet mentored many peo-
ple, particularly women, helping them to be successful in a large corporate environment and making a positive difference in 
their lives.  She always supported and encouraged those who wanted to further their education, adjusting their work sched-
ules when possible. 
Janet was chosen to serve on many special projects and teams.  She was a key member of the executive team that led to 
GTE Directories Corp. winning the Malcolm Baldrige National Quality Award in 1994.  She was part of the group that attend-
ed the presentation and reception in Washington, D.C., and met President George W. Bush.  She won several company and 
industry awards during her career, but the one that meant the most to her was the GTE Directories Corporation Quality Ad-
vocate.  It was the highest honor that GTE Directories awarded to a non-sales employee.   
In 1998, Janet was chosen to lead a task force, in a partnership with Sterling Software that would develop and implement a 
multi-million dollar new computer system for National Accounts.  The online system replaced National Accounts’ yellow pag-
es advertising processing system with an integrated marketing, advertising processing, and customer service system.  The 
system was so successful, that in 1999 Sterling Software purchased an advertising cover wrap featuring Janet for an issue 
of Forbes magazine to tell the success story and promote their product. 
When Janet took early retirement in 2003 and returned with David to Tuscola, her #1 priority was to find opportunities to 
serve people in the Tuscola Community, especially children.  One decision that led to many opportunities to serve was join-
ing the Tuscola Kiwanis Club.  Since 2005, she has chaired and participated in dozens of service projects and fundraisers, 
and served in club and district officer positions.  For many years, she has volunteered twice a week at North Ward Elemen-
tary School, working with students in kindergarten.  She spends numerous hours a month for the six not-for-profit organiza-
tions where she serves as Secretary.  On average, Janet volunteers 30-40 hours per month. 
Another one of Janet’s passions is the Douglas County Museum.  She is the current Secretary for the Museum Association 
of Douglas County, and served as Treasurer for many years.  She believes that the museum with its thousands of artifacts 
must continue to preserve our history, provide education, and protect the thousands of items that are Douglas County’s his-
tory.  To assure the financial stability and success of the museum, Janet is one of the trustees on the Board that spearhead-
ed a Douglas County tax referendum in April 2017.  The voters approved the establishment of the Douglas County Historical 
Museum District.  Janet was selected to serve as a Trustee of the new district and holds the office of Secretary.  The future 
of the Douglas County Museum is now financially stable and bright. 
 
On a personal note from Janet...I am so honored and humbled to be receiving this award.  I must give great credit to my par-
ents, Dale & Joan Spence, for raising me with a strong work ethic, integrity, and faith in God.  As I progressed in my career, I 
was very proud of my Tuscola roots.  Tuscola was a great place to grow up, and I remember my days at TCHS fondly.  Go 
Warriors!  I believe in serving others and giving back to our community, as I have been so blessed in my life.  I am so happy 
to be back home in my retirement. 

Janet  Spence  Butler 

TCHS Class of 1968 



Dr. John Kalmar 

TCHS Class of 1973 

Tuscola was an awesome place to grow up in the 1960s and 1970s.  As the oldest of seven, my siblings kept me in line at 

home as much as my parents.  Yet, when I got on my Schwinn bike (modified with banana seat and high-rise handlebars), 

there was Ervin Park (swimming pool, tennis courts and baseball fields with real grass infields), the Strand Theatre, the bowl-

ing alley, the Youth Center and frequent dances at the Community Building.  Even the Monticello kids were jealous. 

To make money for college (and warm donuts from Zane’s Bakery), I delivered the morning Decatur Herald newspaper for 

several years.  I still dream about my route, zigzagging the southern half of town.  Could probably ride it tomorrow.  While in 

high school, Dad took me to Chicago where I passed an exam for my third class Radiotelephone operator’s license.  For two 

years, I worked at WITT FM radio station: reading the morning farm report with corn and soybean futures, broadcasting 

track meets and “spinning your favorite platters” on my own show.  “In the air, everywhere over Douglas County, this is WITT 

93.5 on your FM dial.” Football in the fall, track (discus) and baseball in the spring and band all school year served to round 

out the high school years with a little help from my friends. 

At the University of Illinois, I learned that I needed better study habits and was lucky enough to find them.  In the fall of 

1974, I saw an ad in the Daily Illini newspaper to try out for the javelin throw.  While I finished near the bottom of the pack, 

the coach allowed me to train with the two winners.  The following spring, I set a new school record and in spring 1976, set 

another record on my last throw (221 feet) that stood for 17 years.  Still #2.  Following my junior year, I entered dental 

school at Southern Illinois University in Alton.  While there, I studied hard, managed to survive the rugged winters of 1978 

and 1979 and graduated first in my dental school class.  The winters, though, chased me out of the Midwest and I took a resi-

dency in Hospital Dentistry in Chapel Hill, North Carolina followed by training in oral and maxillofacial pathology at Emory 

University in Atlanta, Georgia.  Next, I earned a PhD in Pathology at Emory with the help of great faculty and a 5-yr Physician 

Scientist Award from NIH.  Following graduation in 1989, I became Clinic Director at the Emory School of Postgraduate Den-

tistry but Emory decided to close the School a few years later. 

I moved to Rochester, NY and learned that “lake effect snow” means serious snow.  Working at the University of Rochester, I 

met an oral surgeon and his wife who, after months of friendship and good conversations, decided I should meet their 

daughter, Eileen.  Nineteen months later, she and I were married.  After our first child, Michael, was born the folowing year, 

it was time to look for a new job.  In 1999, I joined the faculty of The Ohio State University College of Dentistry and have 

since served there in several capacities, including Associate Dean, Graduate Program Director and Director of the oral biopsy 

service as well as the sterilization monitoring service.  Most recently, I was elected President of the Dental Faculty Practice at 

the College. 

As part of my professional duties, I am a Past President of the American Academy of Oral and Maxillofacial Pathology, have 

served on expert panels for the American Dental Association and currently serve as a Director for the American Board or Oral 

and Maxillofacial Pathology.  I continue to teach dental students and dental specialty residents and enjoy providing continu-

ing education to a wide variety of professional audiences, nationally and internationally. 

Most importantly, Eileen and I now have 3 amazing children (Timothy and Samantha were born in Columbus) and this fall, all 

3 will be enrolled at The Ohio State University.  Our Ohio home has allowed the kids to see and know their grandparents, 

aunts, uncles and cousins from Illinois and beyond as well as their family from New York.  Home is about more than where 

you grew up, but I am proud to say Tuscola is my hometown, a quiet place amidst the corn and soybeans in the flattest coun-

ty in Illinois.  Go Warriors! 



The TCHS Alumni Association is 10 years old now! We started by accumulating funds from donations, memo-

rials and a 50/50 cash drawing. What do we use these monies for? We have expenses in our Hall of Fame 

inductees’ plaques and mementoes, our reception in the Library after the Homecoming parade, our lunch-

eon at the Museum, and our all-school reunion at the Community Bldg. following the Homecoming football 

game. The committee wanted to make a difference at the high school and began awarding scholarships to 

seniors who had relatives who previously graduated from TCHS. We’d like to keep these special scholarships 

going. Any ideas, suggestions, donations may be sent to TCHS Alumni Assn., 907 Lake Shore Dr., Tuscola, IL 

61953. You may also email shoes76@aol.com—Marci Hausman Shoemaker (Class of ’74), President, or 

phone 217-253-9400. This group was formed to make a better Homecoming for all of the alumni and give 

back to our alma mater.  The committee consists of Bob Utterback (Class of ‘59), Barb Utterback (Class of 

‘62),  Bruce Wood (Class of ‘75), Alan & Marci Shoemaker (Class of ‘74), Ryan Hornaday (Class of ‘97),  Cheryl 

Bozarth (Class of ‘74), Kathy Frye (Class of ‘77), Sherri Stewart (Class of ‘85), Lyn Kohlbecker (Class of ‘74) and 

Justin Bozarth (Class of ‘04). 

 

Alumni Association 

Celebrating 10 years! 

TCHS Alumni Association (501c3 organization) does not 

solicit membership dues. We are wholly funded by your 

donations and contributions to our fundraising events.  

THANK YOU!! 

These shirts and huggies are for sale to 

benefit the Alumni Assn.—scholarships 

and Homecoming events. Sizes run from 

S—3XL; long sleeve t’s—$20; short sleeve 

t’s—$15; huggies—$2. 

Contact Marci or Alan at 253-9400! 



Mr. Richard Kidwell, retired TCHS math teacher and basketball’s score keeper and announcer since 

1971, will be inducted into the 2018 class of the Illinois Basketball Coaches Assn. Hall of Fame as a 

“friend of basketball.” He’s been the announcer for 47 years. He will be recognized May 5 at Illinois 

State University’s Redbird Arena during a banquet and award presentation from 5:30—8:30. 

CONGRATULATIONS, MR. KIDWELL!!!! 

Mr. Kidwell Recognized 

TCHS Alumni Association is now accepting Donations through PayPal 

– the link below takes you directly to the site to donate in any amount 

that you would like.  You can donate with your PayPal account or with 

a Debit or Credit Card. 

  

https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=L78RDYATUXUJW 

  

We will also have the option for you to pay for items and upcoming 

special events through PayPal – be sure and watch the newsletters 

and flyers that you receive.  If you know of someone who would like 

to be on our mailing list, please have them contact Marci Shoemaker 

at shoes76@aol.com. 

https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=L78RDYATUXUJW
mailto:shoes76@aol.com


 
Need the perfect 

TCHS 

graduation gift?  

https://tuscolaman1975.qbstores.com 

Order bags, blankets, jackets, shirts, hats with this logo! 

Just check out this website. . . 

-The TCHS Alumni Association gets a percentage 

of your order donated back to us- 

Homecoming Kings & Queens From the Past!! 

Share this with your class’ king and queen. Let’s see how many we can get back for the next Home-
coming here at TCHS—Sept. 28 & 29, 2018! 

If enough respond, we’ll put them in the parade & honor them over the weekend. How fun if we 
could have your class Homecoming court in attendance at the All-TCHS Homecoming Reunion at 
the Community Bldg. (after the football game)—introduce them and recreate that famous snap-
shot!  Prizes awarded! 

-Just email shoes76@aol.com to sign up with Subject: HC’18- 

Top: John Lewis, King Cliff Green, Queen Mary Jane Jackson, Joyce Lewis, Dale Kerns, Gaila Grubb 

Bottom: Jim Henning, Earlene Ohlsen, Bill McFadyen, Joyce Firestone, Elmer Lash, Barbara McCartney 



September 27th and 28th 

2019   TCHS 

HOMECOMING 

“Join us on Facebook” 

Tuscola High School  

Alumni Association 

has over 1400 friends! 

Some classes have their own page! 

Also check out 

Remembering Tuscola 

for some great reminiscing. . . 

Need a memorial 

for a classmate? 

Make a donation to the TCHS Alumni Associa-

tion. Just send your check to the  TCHS Alumni 

Assn., 907 Lake Shore Dr., Tuscola, IL 61953 in 

their memory.  What better way to remember 

them by donating to their alma mater! 

                    

 

                DONATIONS HAVE BEEN MADE IN MEMORY OF. . . .  

Chuck Grimm 

Joel Hilgendorf 

Doug McCumber 

 



Elise Hackett—Class of ‘12—Teaching Ag 

Beginning this fall, Elise Hackett, TCHS Class of 

2012, will become the new Grundy Area Voca-

tional Center agriculture teacher and FFA spon-

sor. They’ve not had an ag program since the 

80’s. Classes will take place in the Coal City High 

School with participants from Minooka, Morris, 

Coal City, Gardner-South Wilmington, Wilming-

ton and Reed-Custer high schools. 

 

Elise is the daughter of Dave (‘70) and Marcia 

Hackett and showed Hereford cattle since age 7. 

She’ll graduate in May from the University of Illi-

nois with her masters of arts degree in agricul-

ture education. She holds a bachelor of science in 

animal science and a minor in agriculture econo-

my and law. 

~HELP  WANTED~ 

 
 

The TCHS Alumni Association 

is looking for someone to   

build a website.  
Someone retired? Someone looking for something creative to do?  

Would be great if you yourself was alum of TCHS.  

Please, direct inquiries to: 217-253-9400 (The Shoemakers) shoes76@aol.com 



Jim  Erixon—1996 

The story of the lost class ring… 

January 10 brought an interesting question from Micki 

McGuire Suits (‘71). Her mother had found a TCHS class 

ring when cleaning out a rental house a while back.  Micki 

wanted to get the ring back to its owner. With some in-

vestigative work using some yearbooks—Jim Erixon grad-

uated in 1996 and wore #77 in football. Now to find him! 

Micki had posted on his Facebook page but he didn’t look 

too active. I knew his sister graduated with my daughter 

and I reached out to her on FB. She passed on Micki’s 

phone number to her brother. Now from Micki: “He’s 

contacted me and given me his mailing address. He was 

beyond thrilled! Says he can’t wait to show his kids. LOL. I 

told him I’m just not sure I want to mail it. After all this, 

I’d hate for it to get lost in the mail!! I asked about drop-

ping it off with his sister next week. Said I’d mail it if 

that’s best for him. He’s in Lovington.” “His mom actually 

drives through St. Joe every day to go to work in Urbana! 

Weather permitting, we are going to meet in the am. Jim 

is so elated. Interestingly, he said he lost the ring 22 years 

ago. Mom would have found it only about 10 years ago. 

Very interesting! Hopefully the ring will be with his mom 

(Kathy) tomorrow!” 

Here’s the exchange………    :D                                   -Marci 



Remember last football season?? 

Second at State!!!! 

THE FUNDRAISER “BASH FOR CASH” 

WILL BE HELD JUNE 29, 2018 

Watch for updates .  .  . 
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